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           June 2021 

IHRB Authorised Officers – Q and A for ITBA members 

This document explains what an inspection by Authorised Officers from the Irish Horseracing 

Regulatory Board (IHRB) means for premises not licensed by the IHRB including breeders and 

what to do if you are the subject of an inspection. 

Q1: Why are premises not licensed by the IHRB being inspected by the IHRB? 

This was one of the commitments agreed by the Irish horseracing industry, including ITBA 

representatives, in the 2018 Industry Anti-Doping Policy as part of a wider movement 

towards increased transparency and accountability, regulation of veterinary medicines and 

assurance of horse welfare and integrity within Irish racing and breeding.  

Q2: How and why have IHRB Officials become Authorised Officers? 

Under the Rules of Racing, IHRB Officials have powers to inspect premises licensed under 

these Rules (ie training yards). In order to carry out inspections on premises where 

Thoroughbreds are kept which are not premises licensed under the Rules of Racing, IHRB 

officials must be Authorised Officers of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

(DAFM). This means that they have received Warrants from DAFM giving them certain 

additional powers under the Animal Remedies Act 1993.  

Q3: What additional powers do the Warrants confer? 

The additional powers include the authority to inspect all Thoroughbred horses in Ireland, 

the premises on which they are kept and associated records and documentation. They have 

the authority to search a premises and seize material if necessary, including animal 

remedies.  Should a contravention be suspected in relation to an animal remedy, this will be 

reported to the DAFM, as well as being acted upon within the IHRB. 

Q4: Are the inspections DAFM inspections or IHRB inspections? 

Unless otherwise advised on entry, all inspections will be carried out by IHRB Officials who 

are Authorised Officers of DAFM and you are entitled to ask them to produce their warrant 

cards to confirm this.  

Q5: Why will I have been selected for an inspection? 

 

The IHRB are operating a standard approach to selection of premises and horses based on a 

combination of risk (for example proximity to a sale), intelligence (when specific, credible 

information needs to be acted upon – as distinct from gossip or rumour) and broad brush 

sampling to achieve a balanced coverage of size, location and type of non-licensed premises. 
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Q6: What can I as a Breeder expect to happen on the day of an inspection? 

 

Inspections will be unannounced and usually in the morning so as to coincide with the time 

when the horses are usually attended.  As far as possible, every effort will be made to enter 

at a reasonable time and give due regard to the activities of those ordinarily present on the 

premises and any biosecurity arrangements that are in place. 

Every effort will be made to minimise disruption to the business of the premises being 

inspected.  The Officers will take due care and be respectful of property and will also act in a 

manner to protect and prioritise animal welfare. 

They will as a team carry out their work as required under the Animal Remedies Act.  Horses 

will be identified (primarily through microchip scanning but also by passport markings as 

necessary), and usually sampled.  Medicines and supplements identified on the premises 

will be examined, documented and, in some cases, samples will be taken for analysis. 

Documents relevant to the Animal Remedies Act may be examined/copied. Premises will 

only be inspected if this is indicated in relation to the Act. 

Q7: What does a Breeder need to have in order? 

Your Medicines Register or other means by which you document medicines’ use should be 

accurate and up to date. Your Medicines cupboard, or place in which in any medicines are 

kept, should be secure. All prescription medicines should be properly labelled and have an 

associated prescription. You should know your Equine Premises Registration Number, what 

horses you have under your care and their whereabouts. 

Q8: What records will I be asked to produce? 

Medicines Register (if present) Prescriptions (paper or digital equally acceptable), Passports. 

Q9: I don’t have a Medicines Register – is this a problem? 

You are only required to keep a Medicines Register for horses which are not ‘signed out’ out 

of the food chain. You should speak to your regular veterinary surgeon for more advice 

about this. 

Q10: Which horses will be tested? 

Any horses that have been or are destined to become horses in training (ie all young horses 

that are not permanently retired to stud). Broodmares and stallions will therefore usually be 

excluded from the sampling pool. 

Q11: Some of my horses are away, being broken, boarding at a stallion farm or at a 

veterinary clinic – will this be a problem? 

As long as you can account for the location of all horses normally under your care, this will 

not be a problem – you will be asked to provide location which may be followed up. 
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Q12: The inspection is happening just before the sales and I am worried that the sampling 

will stress my sales horses. 

The IHRB Authorised Officers are competent, experienced horse people and will act at all 

times in the best interests of your horses, consistent with the sampling deemed necessary. 

Q13: Are the IHRB Authorised Officers covered by insurance? 

Yes. 

Q14: What happens to the samples taken from my horses? 

Samples will be sent for analysis to LGC which is the laboratory currently contracted to the 

IHRB for the testing of racing regulatory samples. The samples will be handled in accordance 

with the established IHRB protocols for handling samples obtained on racedays and in Out 

of Competition Testing. 

Q15: What drugs are tested for? 

It is recognised that horses are legitimately treated with licenced therapeutic drugs for a 

variety of diseases and conditions. The drugs that are of concern being tested for are those 

that were listed in the 2018 Rules of Racing as ‘Substances Prohibited at All Times’, anabolic 

steroids, oxygen carriers/modifiers and substances which manipulate gene expression.  This 

list will be reviewed by 1.6.22. These substances are not licensed veterinary medicinal 

products under the Animal Remedies Act and should not be in your possession or found in 

samples from your horse. 

Q16: I like to put my yearling fillies at the sales on Regumate to stop them coming in 

season. Can I still do this? 

Regumate is a licensed veterinary medicine that has legitimate uses in broodmares.  It is not 

currently on the list of substances Prohibited At All Times as above and therefore may be 

used in accordance with proper processes associated with any Prescription medicine.  

Q17: I have a horse home from training for a break. What happens if he tests positive? 

If a horse was previously returned in training the IHRB will involve the trainer in their 

investigations should the sample indicate exposure to one of the substances Prohibited At 

All Times in the time period in which the horse was with them. If the sample analysis 

indicates exposure whilst it is out of training, the responsibility lies with you as the current 

keeper.  

Q18: I have filly who has retired from racing that is going to stud next spring. What do I 

need to do?  

If the intention is not to race her again, make sure that her last trainer returned her as 

permanently retired. She then joins the brood mare band and is not likely to be tested.  If 

you would like to retain the option to put her back in training, remember that she remains 

in the testing pool.  

 



4 | P a g e  
 

Q19: What happens if a sample from my horse tests positive? 

If your horse has a positive result for a Substance Prohibited at All Times you will normally 

receive notification within 4 weeks of sampling. At that time you will be given the 

opportunity to have the B sample tested at a laboratory of your choice. If the positive 

finding is confirmed, this will have implications for the horse, as Rule 96(c) of the Rules of 

Racing states that the horse may be restricted from racing. The time of restriction is a 

matter for the Referrals Committee but will typically be for not less than 14 months up to 

and including a lifetime ban. Additionally you may be subject to investigation and potential 

prosecution by the DAFM. 

Q20: What if the hair sample shows a positive finding for a horse that only came into my 

care recently (eg a foal that I pinhooked)? 

In their investigations the IHRB and DAFM will take all relevant information into 

consideration. 

Q21: During an inspection, will an Authorised Officer enter a breeder’s dwelling place? 

In order for an Authorised Officer to enter any dwelling place, in Ireland, a warrant is 

needed after application to a Judge – the ‘inviolability of a dwelling’ is a constitutional 

right.  Under Section 11.2 of the Act, however, if the Officer has reasonable cause to suspect 

material of concern in relation to an offence under the Act either being, or likely to be, 

destroyed or disposed of before such a warrant can be obtained, they are able to enter the 

dwelling without one.  The IHRB Authorised Officers do not envisage being in this position 

but in the interests of complete transparency felt it important to flag this.   

Q22:  What would happen if I refuse access to my premises by an IHRB Authorised Officer? 

This would be an offence under the Animal Remedies legislation.  It would be reported to 

DAFM for potential prosecution. 

 

 

 


